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Introduction
It has been a long while since we last published a Briefing. You might well wonder ‘Is the
general council still doing anything?’ Let me reassure you, for we are definitely busy. Because
of the global corona restrictions, there have not been any working visits. Therefore, we were
not able to update you about the sisters in other countries. They too were confronted with
lockdowns, and their activities had to be put on the backburner.
It was only when the regulations in the Netherlands and Belgium were somewhat relaxed,
that we could carry out our first working visit. You will read more about that in this Briefing.
Over the past months we have prepared for the ICB. At first, we had hoped that the meeting
could take place in ZIN. However, the situation in Asia meant that we decided to hold a digital
meeting instead. You will find a short report about this meeting below.

Reflection by Sr Hermin Bu’ulölö
For the opening speech for the ICB, I was inspired by a short text
from the first letter by St Paul, in which he declares to be grateful
for the Christians in Philippi. In kind words he wrote: “I am confident
that he who began a good work in You, will carry it on to completion
until the day of Christ Jesus.” (Philippians: 1:6).
St Paul spoke here as a spiritual father. He had travelled to a number
of places and had always proclaimed the Gospel. However, St Paul
could not be everywhere at once…. Therefore, he kept in touch with
his fellow believers at great distances via his letters.
"What you have done is good, but you can do better.” This is
basically the essence of the words that St Paul passes on.
I note many similarities with our situation. Whilst St Paul keep in
touch via his letters, we use modern means of communication. It is not ideal, but in view of
the present situation it is the best solution for the present. As general council, we aim to keep
in touch with all parts in order to ensure unity. We want to know what is happening in the
various parts and what the sisters are thinking. Only then, we may encourage, advise,

cooperate and sympathise where necessary.
And I agree with the thoughts of St Paul: “What you have done is good, but you can do
better.” And of course, the question is how can we do better?
During my reflection I was deeply touched by one text in St Paul’s letter to the church
of Philippi, stating as follows: “Do not look to your own interests, but each of you to the
interests of the others”. (Philippians 2:4). We too try to take into account the interests
of the entire congregation. Sometimes things do not go as we wish. However, it is
impossible to satisfy everyone. Together we help to build and care for our congregation
of sisters.

Working visit to Belgium
As soon as we heard that the borders between Belgium and the Netherlands were
being opened, we got in touch with the Belgian province to plan a visit. That visit took
place on 2 September. It was a sunny day and we were very warmly welcomed by the
Belgian provincial council. While we enjoyed a cup of coffee or tea with some delicious
Belgian bonbons, we listened to the experiences of the Belgian sisters during the
pandemic. In the beginning the corona virus was present in the nursing home, and
several sisters died because of the virus. The rules became ever stricter, so that it was
no longer possible to meet up. At the funerals of the sisters only a few people were
allowed to attend.
In the afternoon, all the sisters of the Belgian province came to the provincialate. That
turned out to be a very special meeting. For the sisters, this was the first time since the
beginning of the pandemic that they were all together again. Each of the general
council members told something about the parts for which they are the contact person.
The Belgian sisters
were very curious
about the
situation of the
four parts which
are exploring if
they may
constitute a
province together.
Sr Elisangela and Sr Josephine told them that the
participating countries hold a Zoom conference every two
months in order to get to know each other better. This
year the four countries gave a presentation, in which they spoke about the wonderful
things that have happened as well as about the concerns they have. When the strong
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and weak points have been revealed, the parts will know each
other better and are able to help
each other. The ultimate goal is to
help the Congregation to grow by
cooperation.

After a lovely meal, we returned to the Netherlands.

Final profession
On 24 September this year sisters in Indonesia and Timor Leste took their final profession.
There were thirteen sisters in Indonesia and two sisters in Timor Leste to take the vows.

Sr Kartini Nababan, Sr Dina Manalu, Sr Rosmeidar Laia, Sr Erfina
Simanjuntak, Sr Sesilia Aritonang, Sr Kurniawati Telaumbanua, Sr Sensiana
Runuh, Sr Ekalena Giawa, Sr Ronita Hasugian, Sr Imeldine Da Manis,
Sr Matilda Lanu, Sr Verawati Marpaung, Sr Avila Wona.

Sr Maria Inocencia da Costa
Sr Terezinha Lemos

3

Op 12 December Sr Lusinete will take her final profession in Brazil.

ICB 2021
The ICB took place from 25 until and including 28 October. Just like last year, we met
online. Of course, personal meetings are more enjoyable and we hope that this will be
possible in 2022. Various topics were on the agenda.
Project of the four parts
Sr Elisangela updated us with a presentation of the project. She started with the
announcement that Timor Leste has withdrawn from the project. In Timor Leste there are
still new sisters entering our Congregation and they wish to develop to an independent
province.
That leaves three parts: the USA, Brazil and the Philippines. These three parts will carry on.
They aim to work according to the principles of subsidiarity, collegiality, solidarity, coresponsibility and pluriformity. They plan to constitute a provincial council together,
consisting of one sister from each part. Each part would also have one sister in charge of
formation, and together they would make a plan. Each part will produce its own budget
and the provincial council will study these three budgets and then turn this into one
whole.
The most important reason to carry on with the project is the importance of sharing life
with others and to achieve something together.
Leadership
During the pandemic the general council had time to reflect about the future of the
Congregation. Where are our responsibilities within the structure of the Congregation? We
are familiar with the development into a province and the completion of a province into a
religious house. An important issue within this development is attention to leadership. In
particular in the pre-province and the community under the responsibility of the general
council, the matter of sharing the responsibility for growth together is an important
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aspect. In concrete terms this might mean that we could agree on a term of
office for the coordinators of both these parts.
When a province enters into the phase of completion, the situation is
different. In that case, the coordinator appointed by the general council is the
leader of the post-province or the religious house. We do not need to set a
specific term of office for them, because the leader of the post-province or the
religious house will be the most vital sister. If that coordinator would no longer
be able to carry out her function, then the general council will enter into a
discussion with the sisters about what will happen next.
The participants in the meeting fully understood this line of thought.

Number of general council members
During last year’s ICB we discussed whether we should start a process to
amend the Constitutions for the moment that we elect three rather than four
general council members. When that moment arrives, it can be sorted out.
However, it does require a decision by the general chapter.
During this ICB we discussed whether it was wise to switch from four to three
general council members.
A general council consisting of three members (the general superior and two
general council members) is more vulnerable in case of the illness of one of
the members. In addition, the general council will have to deal with more work
when more provinces are no longer able to carry on as provinces.
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If we decide to have a general council consisting of three sisters, the general
superior will be given a lot of power. This is how is has been laid down in the
Constitutions.
There will be many more discussions about this topic.
Our mission after the pandemic
The pandemic has left its traces in the society of all countries. Everyone has
experienced its consequences on a personal level. In our environment we see
a changed society. The virus is not going to go away anymore and we shall
have to deal with this.
We noted for instance, that pupils no longer attended our schools during the
periods of lockdown, which meant that we had no more revenues. The fixed
costs, like the salaries of the teachers simply continued. This may be sustained
for a limited time. However, if this is going to be a more frequent event, it will
undermine the financial position of the Congregation. We have reflected
together about other options. Many countries suffer from unemployment and
poverty. People become depressed. This is for instance the case in Brazil. The
sisters are reflecting about how they can help people.

Provincial chapter in Indonesia
The provincial chapter will take place in Medan from 1st until and including
the 6th July. In the run-up to the chapter, the pre-chapter will take place from
25-28 February 2022.
The theme will be: The spirit of mercy: building resilience via hope.
Sr Hermin and Sr Sofiani hope to attend the provincial chapter.
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The relocation of the generalate
At the general chapter in 2017 it was
decided to relocate the generalate to
Tilburg. As the Dutch province is getting
smaller, more space becomes available.
The members of the general council and
the generalate will move into the new
rooms between 1 September and
1 November 2023.

Archival staff member has retired
On 30 September we said farewell to Mrs Lilianne Hecker who
had reached the retirement age. Lilianne first entered
employment there on 1 September 1985 and in over 36 years
she served many general councils.
It was a festive farewell and Lilianne now enjoys her welldeserved leisure time.

Joys and sorrows
Since 4 May the following sisters have died:
03-06-2021 Sr Christella Temmink
Tilburg
09-06-2021 Sr Ancilla Tuerlings
Tilburg
07-08-2021 Sr Adriani Gijsbers
Tilburg
29-08-2021 Sr Marianne van de Ven
Tilburg
31-08-2021 Sr Regine Noor
Tilburg
07-09-2021 Sr Anne Marie Newsham Pantasaph
08-09-2021 Sr Johannie Mentink
Tilburg
27-09-2021 Sr Huberto Kuipers
Tilburg
15-10-2021 Sr Dominique van der Poll Tilburg
02-11-2021 Sr Adriana de Beer
Tilburg
11-11-2021 Sr Martha Chandra
Banjarmasin
14-11-2021 Sr Lien Tammer
Tilburg

The Netherlands
The Netherlands
The Netherlands
The Netherlands
The Netherlands
UK
The Netherlands
The Netherlands
The Netherlands
The Netherlands
Indonesia
The Netherlands
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We also celebrated jubilees:
Belgium
70 jaar
- 27 oktober
60 jaar
- 05 november
40 jaar
- 30 augustus
Indonesia
40 jaar
12½ jaar

- 04 augustus
- 24 december

The Netherlands
60 jaar
- 5 november
70 jaar

- 27 oktober

85 jaar

- 8 november

Sr Amandine Spronkmans
Sr Kristien Raskin
Sr Marie-Louise Aerts
Sr Veronika Situmorang
Sr Lestiana Dhue
Sr Ester Halawa
Sr Anselma Tafanao
Sr Averlin Lahagu
Sr Francis van Kempen
Sr Sophie Hulleman
Sr Magdaleni Ottenschot
Sr Wilma van Zantvoort
Sr Grada Passier
Sr Henriëtte Schuring

We congratulate the sisters who have celebrated or are going to celebrate a
special anniversary:
100 jaar - 14 augustus Sr Constansa Lowette, Zonhoven, Belgium
100 jaar - 22 november Sr Terese Gray, Pantasaph, UK
100 jaar - 11 december Sr Marianne Hoefnagels, Tilburg, The Netherlands
103 jaar - 22 juni
Sr Louise Bielen, H. Catharina, Zonhoven, Belgium
106 jaar - 27 september Sr Henriëtte Schuring, Tilburg, The Netherlands

Travel together …
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