
  

 

Reflection by Sr Hermin Bu’ulölö 
We are accustomed to having Mary amongst us. Perhaps we also feel like we are a bit like 
Mary. She was a simple woman, and came from a small village. However, Mary was also a 
courageous woman. Nowadays, we would describe her as “utterly reliable, discreet, generally 
keeping in the background, yet incredibly important”.  
As the mother of Jesus, she allowed her son the space to develop into the man Whom we 
know from the Bible. In her time, she would perhaps not have understood Him and may have 
found His behaviour somewhat strange, yet she continued to support Him until the end.  
 

For over 2000 years, Mary has served as an example and source of inspiration to us all 
because of her simplicity and social conscience, her limitless love for others and her spirit of 
service. She is the mother to all of us. We are familiar with her and we are called the Sisters of 
Charity of Our Lady Mother of Mercy for a good reason. Msgr Zwijsen explained the reason 
for this name as follows:  
‘Sisters of Charity, because the virtue of charity and mercy should be practised in a special 
way in the Congregation.’ (Familiar discourses on the Particular Rules, First Conference, 
Tilburg 1864). And this is what we have strived to do from 1832 onwards, following the 
example of Mary.  
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Mary is also the Mother of Mercy, because Jesus entrusts his Church and all of humanity to 
her care. At the foot of the Cross, when she accepted John as her son, and when they 
together with Christ asked the Father for forgiveness for those who did not know what they 
were doing (Luke 23:34), Mary, in complete submission to the Spirit, experienced the richness 
and universality of God’s mercy. That opened her heart and allowed her to embrace all of the 
human race. This is how Mary became the Mother to each of us, the Mother who obtains 
God’s mercy for us.  
 

 

Provincial chapter in the Netherlands 
The first week of March was dominated by the provincial chapter in the Netherlands.  
Sr Hermin and Sr Elisângela attended the meeting. Originally, the chapter should have taken 
place in November 2020, but it was delayed because of the corona pandemic.  
Strict measures were in place, in order to limit the risk of spreading Covid-19 to a minimum. 
And fortunately, nobody fell ill.  
A number of different topics were discussed in a professional manner. It was interesting to 
hear the thoughts of the sisters about the core of religious life and how these core values 
could still be expressed at present. Of course, future governance was also discussed based on 
the question how the sisters would be able to remain a religious community.  
 

Following the discussion of the substantial 
topics, the selection process took place. 
Three sisters were elected who were to set 
to work guided by the recommendations 
from the discussions. Sr Mariëtte Kinker will 
be the provincial superior for the next four 
years. She will be supported in her tasks by 
Sr Mel Heuver and Sr Paulien Mul. This 
energetic team will be the last to lead the 
Dutch province.  
The general council congratulates the Dutch 
province with this election and wishes the 
new provincial council every success and 
wisdom.  
 

 

Indonesia 
The pandemic continues to influence the lives of the sisters. In Indonesia, the three 
communities in Medan celebrated the Eucharist to give thanks for the recovery of the sisters 
who had been infected with the coronavirus over the past months.  
 

From left to right: Sr Mariëtte, Sr Paulien, Sr Mel 
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At the same time, this celebration was also the internal opening ceremony for the junior 
sisters who will take their final vows this year.  
The novices also noticed that the times have changed. For thirteen novices, this meant the 
concluding celebration of the orientation period. Because of the coronavirus this period took 
place in the communities in Medan, instead of the various communities. After the celebration 
of the Eucharist, they returned to the noviciate.  
 

Thank you, Sr Maria  
Sr Maria Lynen has now returned to 
Belgium. The Brazilian sisters were very 
happy with her presence and thanked Sr 
Maria very warmly for her dedication and 
efforts during the 51 years that she lived 
and worked in the North East of Brazil.  
Sr Paula writes: “During those years she 
has enriched so many lives by her 
attention, kindness and responsiveness 
and her being. We cannot even enumerate 
everything for which the people here are 

grateful to her. Therefore, we can only say to her: “THANK YOU 
SISTER MARIA. May all that has been accomplished here thanks 
to your presence be converted into mercy and health. We hope 
that you will always feel our gratitude and presence, because 
you are in our prayers. Thank you again for all your commitment 
and efforts. And we also would like to thank the Belgian 
Province at this occasion for the fact that they gave us the 
opportunity to have Sr Maria live here during this time and for 
all the support they have given us. All we can say today is: Thank 
you Lord, my God, thank you Lord, for all belongs to you. This is 
a song that Sister Maria always loved to sing, and now it 
resounds in our hearts as a kind of gratitude to God and the 
Congregation that we were allowed to have her with us for such 
a long time.” 
 

 

Timor Leste is recovering 
After the sudden inundations last month, the situation in Timor Leste is now gradually 
returning to normal. In Dili the enclosure around the formation house has collapsed in three 
places. The strong water current had eroded the foundation and this caused the gate to come 
down.  
 

From left to right: : Sr Maria, Sr Dalva and Sr Paula 
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The diocese is cooperating with religious communities to help people who have been 
affected by the inundation. Our sisters are also helping out in these aid activities. For 
instance, they help in clearing the waste products in the environment and in 
distributing food to the people affected by the catastrophe. 

 

 

 

 

Some of the sisters in Timor Leste have already been vaccinated. We are now waiting 
until all sisters have received their vaccination.  
 

 

Sr Josephine on a working visit in the Philippines 
During her stay in the Philippines during the first months of this year, Sr Josephine met 
the sisters in between the periods of quarantine. Because of the travel restrictions, the 
sisters from the three communities did not have the opportunity to get together for 
special occasions like Easter. In spite of being physically separated, they are united in 
prayer.  
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Sr Josephine was pleased that she still had a chance the meet the sisters in the 
three communities and they shared personal and communal experiences with 
each other, both joyful moments as well as concerns. The sisters remain in 
touch during the pandemic, even if it is not possible to meet face to face. They 
achieve this by praying in their own way and in particular by offering 
communal prayer intentions to all those who have suffered or are still suffering 
in this situation. 
 

Sr Amelita Dumagpi is working as the financial worker for the Sacred Heart 
Academy of Lupao. Sr Catherine dedicates her efforts as a social worker to the 
development of the orphanage Home of the Divine Mercy "Tahanan ng Banal 
na Awa" in San Jose Nueva Ecija.  
Sr Elena and Sr Jessica work from home. They teach online. Sr Rosie carries on 
with her role as the assistant of the Vicar for Religious in the diocese of Cubao. 
The school and the centre for the handicapped have been temporarily closed 
because of the corona virus. The students at the school are being taught 
online and people in the centre for the handicapped are given assignments to 
make things at home. Meanwhile the sisters are restoring the garden and 
planting vegetables.  
 
An aid operation has been prepared for poor families, coordinated by the 
AMRSP (Association of Major Religious Superiors). Our sisters take part in this 
operation. Each of the three communities has its own responsibility. 
It is good to know that everyone is doing their best and that they help each 

 
Lupao community: 
From left to right: Sr Amelita, Sr Catherine,  
Sr Josephine, Sr Nerie, Sr Beatrix 

New Manila and Marikina community 
during the new year: 
Sisters Rosie, Annie, Maria Pilar, Amy, 
Jessica, Elena, Josephine, Evangeline  
and Julia 
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other and other people to get through the pandemic. 
It was difficult for Sr Josephine to return due to the pandemic. Her flight was 
delayed several times. 
 

 

The Netherlands and Belgium 
On Friday 21 May, the Dutch province celebrates its 60th year of existence.  
It will be a modest party. There will be a treat for the sisters and a special 
convent quiz has been created to celebrate this 60th anniversary.  
The Belgian sisters are also looking forward to a celebration. On 22 June, 
Sr Louise Bielen will be celebrating her 103rd birthday and that makes her the 
oldest resident in Zonhoven. The sisters hope that they will be able to organise 
some kind of party on that day.  
 

 

Sr Josephine’s birthday 
It is not customary to 
mention the birthdays of 
general council members in 
the Briefing. However, we 
make an exception for the 
50th birthday of Sr 
Josephine, because a special 
birthday deserves special 
attention.  
On the date of her birthday  
Sr Josephine was in the 
Philippines and in lockdown.  
Her birthday was celebrated 
at the beginning of May in 
the generalate, following the 
Dutch tradition to include a 
‘Sarah’ cake. According to the 
Dutch tradition, people who 
turn 50 years old have 
reached the age of wisdom. 
This refers to the Bible, telling us how Abraham and his wife Sarah had 
reached the age of 50 years and therefore were considered to be wise people.  
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Joys and sorrows 
Sisters who have passed away  
We remember our sisters who have passed away: 
19-04-21 Sr Hennie Ruimers  Arnhem (the Netherlands) 
30-04-21 Sr Hyacinthe Rijk  Tilburg (the Netherlands) 
03-05-21 Sr Richarde Clijsters  Zonhoven (Belgium) 
04-05-21 Sr Simone van der Velden Tilburg (the Netherlands) 
 

Jubilees 
We congratulate: 
75 years in the Congregation: 
 5 May Sr Agneta Smit Tilburg (The Netherlands) 
65 years in the Congregation: 
 27 Junie Sr Alice Casey Willimantic (USA) 
  Sr Janice Buszta East Haven (USA) 
60 years in the Congregation:  
 19 July  Sr Theresia Hondrö Gunung Sitoli (Indonesia) 
40 years in the Congregation: 
 3 June Sr Kresensia Tamba Banjarbaru (Indonesia) 
  Sr Veronika Situmorang Sibolga (Indonesia) 
  Sr Leonarda Liang Padang (Indonesia) 
25 years in the Congregation: 
 1 July Sr Xaverina Noni Pematang Siantar (Indonesia) 
  Sr Ancilla Kaka  Waikabubak (Indonesia) 
  Sr Euphrasia Aa Medan (Indonesia) 
  Sr Agnesia Apu Bobu Bali (Indonesia) 
12½ years in the Congregation: 
 2 July  Sr Natalia de Deus Maia Dili (Timor Leste) 

 


