
  

 

Reflection by Sr Hermin 
In our visit to the Indonesian Province, we focused on follow-up and listening personally from each sister about 
their experiences following the decision of the General Council that: 
“Indonesia will remain one province”. This decision came as a breath of fresh life for each sister. They welcomed it 
heartily. 
In the process of preparing for restructuring the Indonesian province into three provinces, the bonds of sisterhood 
had come under strain. After the decision to remain one province, the sisters felt that the aura and spirit of the 
Sisters of Charity regained its shine. The diversity stemming from the many different ethnic groups and cultures is 
not a weakness, but rather a strength and enrichment that needs to be protected and cherished. All are keen to do 
what is best for the Indonesian province and for the congregation as a whole.  
 
This experience offers many parallels with the events of the resurrection (John 11:25). 
“I am the resurrection and the life: he that believeth in Me, although he be dead, shall live.”  
Christ’s resurrection is the solid guarantee that we who believe will also be resurrected from the dead and receive 
eternal life. Therefore, at this time of celebration of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, let us be resurrected 
in our faith, hope and love, because the One who rose from the dead is also capable of working change within us. 
Synergy works through togetherness - greater strength is created when two or more elements join in cooperation. 
Togetherness in the life of believers is born out of a unity of thought and feelings in Jesus Christ. Only through that 
peace are we able to create a life of happiness. May He always be at the centre of our lives. 
 
 
Working visit Indonesia 
Sr Hermin and Sr Josephine visited Indonesia from March 16 until April 9. They enjoyed their time there. The two 
council members listened to the sisters and they shared their feelings. It was an inspiring experience. It was 
Sr Josephine’s first visit to this province and she was very impressed by what she experienced.  
Sr Hermin and Sr Josephine visited the schools and clinics in the region. In the conversations with the sisters the 
decision of the general council not to divide the Indonesian province into three provinces was discussed. The 
Indonesian province is now focusing on uniting rather than on dividing the province. There were reactions in words 
and deeds: the sisters spoke positively about the process of unity, and the two board members noticed the change 
in the behaviour of the sisters. Both the young and the older sisters work together. It is of no importance to what 
tribe they belong. 
The provincial council takes the needs of the society into account when it is setting out its mission. It has appointed 
competent people to work in the schools and has created a bridge between teachers, parents and students. 
Eighteen sisters will begin their studies this year in order to fulfil the government’s requirements regarding the 
professionalization of education. 
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Santa Maria dari Fatima community, Banda Aceh 

Dorkas community in Tarutung 

St Martha community, Pasaman 

St Anna community, Padang St Leo community, Padang 

Sr Hermin and Sr Josephine had a very busy schedule. 

Stella Matutina community, Lhokseumawe 

Outing to Samosir Island to see the Batak culture 

St Thomas community, Medan 

Community in Pematang Siantar 

Foundation 

St Catharine community, Medan 
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10th anniversary of the Centre for the Elderly in Brazil 
On April 7th, 2009, the Centre for the Elderly was opened in Bayeux (Brazil), an initiative of the Sisters of Charity. The 
centre is a place of meeting, training, interaction, sharing and cultural deepening for older people and forms a part of 
the Dom Helder Câmara association, which is managed by our congregation. The sisters Marie-José(†) and Gerda van 
Vliet made a major contribution towards the realization of this project. 
Recently, we celebrated the 10th anniversary of the centre. We looked back at ten years of challenge and joy! Ten 
years in which the Centre made a difference in the lives of many elderly people. To celebrate this day in style, the 
associate members of our congregation took the initiative to tidy up the building, in which they were helped by the 
sisters and the members of the Movement of Mercy. All this was done in preparation for the big jubilee party, the 
Eucharist! 
The Eucharist took place on April 12th. The celebration was attended by many elderly, members of the Movement of 
Mercy and of course the sisters. Children from the Dom Helder Centre sang, volunteers had baked a delicious cake, 
and the atmosphere was excellent. 
The Brazilian sisters thanked God and all the volunteers who had contributed to realizing this beautiful project. 

Hati Kudus community, Sibolga St Melania community, Sarudik (Sibolga) 

Volunteers and sisters at work 

The Eucharist 

Sr Joanita, Sr Dalva, Norma (volunteer) and Sr Maria present the cake Attention: our e-mail addresses have been changed.  
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Visit to Belgium 
On April 23, the day after Easter, the general council went to Belgium to meet the sisters in Zonhoven. It was 
a beautiful day and with a car full of flowers, one plant for each sister, the council set off. The provincial 
council received the general council in the provincialate, where the two councils talked about the 
developments in the Belgian province. At this moment, the province is involved in the renovation of St 
Catherine’s, the nursing home, where several sisters of our Congregation live. The rooms are no longer 
compliant with the requirements of the government. The provincial council often talk to the Executive Board 
of the care centre to ensure that the sisters will be able to live there in a pleasant way as a community both 
during and after the conversion. 
After lunch, the sisters who do not live in St Catharine’s came to the provincialate. The general council told 
them what is happening in the different parts of the Congregation. The sisters were very curious to find out 
what is going on elsewhere and therefore raised several questions. 
Later that afternoon, the general council went to the care home St Catherine’s, where the sisters were 
already waiting for them. Here the general council also informed the sisters about the other parts in the 
province. It was an animated meeting.  
After supper the general council returned to the Netherlands. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Celebration of the Holy Week in Brazil 
The celebration of Holy Week in the rural area of Brazil is very special. Sr Paula and Sr Graça 
felt that they were closer to Jesus when they celebrated together with the society the mystery of our faith, 
the passion, death and resurrection of Jesus. They felt the emotions that lived among the people. It reminded 
them of the pain and the joy of life and at the same time of the welcoming presence of Jesus.  
By taking part in the celebrations the two sisters shared the life of the families. They saw many mothers who, 
like Mother Mary, suffered pain because of their children. Some of the children have disappeared, some have 
been arrested or are involved in drugs, because they have no opportunities in society. The celebration of Holy 
Week brought them hope, because of the living presence of Jesus and the experience and knowledge that 
Jesus is with us. They celebrated these moments in prayer with children, young people, adults and the elderly. 
They involved them in the community as a whole and the community was the main player. Families were 
united and the involvement of the family was increased at the festive moments. That gave them hope and 
motivation to continue.  
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In this way Sr Paula and Sr Graça try to respond to the call of Pope Francis: go outside to carry out your 
mission. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Month of May 
Mary, Mother of Mercy is the special title, given to our congregation. In May we want to place ourselves 
under the patronage of Mary and not just ourselves, but all those in need of protection: the sick, the poor, the 
refugees, all those who are ignored by others. It is a special month and we feel inspired by Mother Mary. 
There are many names for Mother Mary like Mary Holy Mother of God, Holy Virgin of Virgins, Mother of the 
Church, Mother of Divine Grace, Mother of Good Counsel, Virgin Most Merciful, Mystical Rose, Star of the Sea 
and Mother of Perpetual Help. 
Perhaps you feel personally inspired by one of these Mother Mary’s. Perhaps you know another Mother 
Mary.  
 
In the next Briefing, we would like to publish Mary’s who inspire you. Please send us a picture of your 
favourite Mother Mary. It could be a photograph of a statute or a painting, but it also might be a photograph 
of a person you have met. If possible, you could add a short motivation why this picture inspires you. 
Send your contribution to the secretary of the Generalate: generalate@sistersofcharity.nl. In case you would 
like to send via the regular mail: Generalate Sisters of Charity SCMM, Hinthamerstraat 164, 5211 MV ‘s-
Hertogenbosch, the Netherlands. 
 
  
Joys and sorrows 
65 years in the Congregation, Belgium 
26 April  Rosa Hermans, H. Catharine’s, Zonhoven  
 
60 years in the Congregation, the Netherlands 
28 April  Gerda Strijtveen, Huize Mater Misericordiae, Tilburg 

Cunera van de Ven, Huize Mater Misericordiae, Tilburg 
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65 years in the Congregation, the Netherlands 
29 April  Jacoba Stam, Huize Mater Misericordiae, Tilburg 

Monique van Oene, Huize Mater Misericordiae, Tilburg 
Lidewijde van Doorn, Huize Mater Misericordiae, Tilburg 
Mechtild Donkers, Huize Mater Misericordiae, Tilburg 
Cecilia Harink, Angeli Custodes, Raalte 
Maria Lutgardis van Loveren, Huize Mater Misericordiae, Tilburg 

 
65 years in the Congregation, Belgium 
29 April  Matheo Paumen, Het Pand, Zonhoven 
 
75 years in the Congregation, the Netherlands 
1 May  Leonie Haverkamp, Huize Mater Misericordiae, Tilburg  
 
75 years in the Congregation, Belgium 
1 May  Margaretha v.C. Smarius, H. Catharine’s, Zonhoven 
 
60 years in the Congregation, Brazil 
6 May  Maria Lynen, Heitel Santiago, Santa Rita 
 
70 years in the Congregation, Belgium 
11 May  Juliënne Volders, H. Catharine’s, Zonhoven ( 13-05-2019) 
 
70 years in the Congregation, the Netherlands 
11 May Imeldie Sterenberg, Huize Mater Misericordiae, Tilburg 

Trees Vroom, Huize Mater Misericordiae, Tilburg 
Wilma Verbeek, Huize Mater Misericordiae, Tilburg 
Johannie Mentink, Angeli Custodes, Raalte 
Veronica de Boer, Huize Mater Misericordiae, Tilburg 

 
Six sisters passed away: 
8 April Vianney Boro Ghanggo, Medan, Indonesia  
10 April Elizia Engelen, Tilburg, Netherlands 
13 April Maureen Keegan, San Diego, USA 
8 May Helena Breuls, Zondhoven, Belgium 
13 May Juliënne Volders, Zonhoven, Belgium 
16 May Andrea Chaniago, Medan, Indonesia 
 
 
 
 
Agenda of the general council 
 Sr Hermin attends the UISG-meeting in Rome from May 4-15.  
 On May 21, Sr Dorine and Sr Josephine are leaving for the 

Philippines. On May 31, Sr Jessica Magno and Sr Catherine Ba-a will 
take their final vows. The two council members will return on  
June 5. 

 Sr Dorine will take a holiday from June 14-28. 
 Sr Hermin and Sr Elisângela will attend the provincial chapter in 

Brazil, from June 28- July 6. 
 Sr Dorine and Sr Josephine will attend the province days in Pantasaph where the sisters from Ireland 

and Great Britain meet from July 15-19.  
 

 * * *  


